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ABAG's Troubles -
Editor -~ The recent ABAG

human frailties of Tom Truax,
really points out the lax manade-
ment practices of ABAG's execu-
tive staff. That such embezzle.
ment activities could exist for a
peric@of nearly nine menths with-
out discovery shatters any remain-
ing’ public 1aith in ABAG s man.
agerment ability

It seems incredible that any re-
sponsible orgarszation would hire
a 24-year-old, fresh out of college,
and place him in such a sensitive,
responsible position with such
meager check and balance of his
operations. Certainly no private
error, And few, if any, government
agencies, responsible directly to
the people, would take such liber-
ties . .

The services that ABAG wishes
1o take over and manage, operate
or otherwise administer in the Bay
Area can best be done by our ex-
isting county governments in mu-
tual cooperation with one another
and with the cities . . . ABAG can
continue to serve a function, the
tunction it was established to per-
torm — that of a voluntary forum
tor discussion and mutual planning
of solutions to regional problems.
Give the tax-money-management
authority to the county. govern-
ments, that have reswbnsible,
sate-guarded departments for use
and care of public funds and are
accesssble 1o and responsible to
the wviters

WALL
Berkele,

REEMEL M

What Losing Means

Editor — Now there is talk of
using “tactical” nuclear weapons
in Vietnam. Each previous increase
in US. involvernent has been ex-
cused as an effort to “'win’’ the war
sooner; each has led only to more
crippling, more mutilation, more
destruction and death. It is time to
consider the, advantages of losing

To tose would mean that for us,
the war would be over No more

would Americans be killed; no
more would Americans be killers.
Twenty-three per cent of our tax
Sk AOK T wWasted. in Vel

could e devoted .tp building a

better America.{Vietnam would be
left to be fought over by the Viet-
namese (and may the best man win
- Communist or fascist, Buddhist
or Catholic, northerner or souther-
nert, Worldwide regard of the
United States as warmoengering
and imperialistic would be de-
prived of its basis in fact. And
most important, the Pentagon
would no longer have an excuse to
rattle its nuclear saber, and we
would no longer have to risk the

deserved retaliation of a shocked

and frightened world.

STUART GOLDSTEIN, M D.
San Francisco.

The Thorn

Editor — it's good to have The:
Chronicle back again. Especially
great was your editorial Wednes-
day “Two Critical Months in the
Vietnam War.” A daily editorial of
such @ nature from you would be a
conttinual thorn in the side of the
Admiristration . .

' M SCOTT-EVANS.

Menlo Park

A Service Gone

Editor — The morning’s report
on the unseemly demise of the
Western Addition Readiness Pro.
gram was somewhat of a shock
There are many facets to this
problem that would seem to make
it one of the few active programs
that the city would reaily work to
Selv @

Every politician and their broth-
ers yell at the high cost of welfare,
and the thousands of wantonly lazy
people who cling to the dole {erro-
neous of course) yet when a pro-
gram is started to give the people
on welfare a chance to get off the

_rolls, it is soon quietly killed.

Doesn't that sound incredible?
Parficularly when it comes on top
of all the conversation about
building a new multi-mitlion doilar
sports arena.

H this program has assisted 83

. backin? m |
“rior officers, Chief Cahill's efforts

people, it should be a comfort to
the Mayor and The Establishment
that there are perhaps 83 fewer to

- throw rocks ar the police or storm

city hall when the time comes.

The Mayor talks grandly about
helping the poor in the ghettos to
do something about "'self im-
provement’’ and “pride” but does
nothing about giving them a
chance to better théemselves . .

‘- " ROGER CLOUTIER.

San Francisco.

Cm}ucins Says

Editor — Some 25 centuries
ago the Chinese philosopher Con-
tucius said: "There are those,
teacher and student alike, who be-
moan their times as lost.”

“With long hair unkempt and
bodies unwashed, they would lay
down the philosophy of their
times, and persuade all others with
their c onstant denigrations and
mournful fears. They are sick, and
would inflict their sickness on all
who ignore or deride them.”’

ALFRED W. DOBRAS. ~
Stratford, Conn.

3

0

‘Down-With Hippies’

Editor — As a native San Fran-
ciscan | view with increasing dis-
pieasure the large group of flower
children who have taken over the:
Haight-Ashbury . But | was
pleased thaf following the recent
disturbances in the district, San

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ]

Francisco's new Mayor Joseph _

Alioro gave his  full support to
Chiet Cahill and did not tolerate
nor attempt to appease those wﬁxo
constantly cry “police brutality.

Just as the work of any police
officer is only as effective as the
he receives from his supe-

M

and those of the entire department
wel only be as successful as the
continued support they receive
from their Mayor .

SHERIDAN DICKSON.
Oakland .



P T——————

— - - . S
- . \ .. . . - F ]
. .

"y



iti-
ra-
th-
th-

0 e B T

i1
f

e

"LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Some 'Argdméhts for State Withholding

Editor — In your editorial of
January 7 you state that The
Chronicle is opposed to payroll
withholding of state income taxes
and list five reasons. | believe the
arguments set forth in the editorial
justify clarification for the follow-
ing reasons: '

1. The claim that withholding
‘encourages higher tax rates is not
justified by the historical pattern
established under Federal with-
holding. Under the Federal.income
tax withholding system there have
been two rate increases in Federal
income taxes since the inception
of withholding in 1943 and four

decreases. The net result has been

a decrease in the basic federal in-
come-tax rate from 19 per ceng in
1943 to 14 per cent in 1967 Dur-
ing the same period in California
without a withholding system,
there have been two rate increases
in-tne state income-taxes and no
gecreases.

2. The contention that with-
holding would unjustiy burden
those taxpayers who overpay s
subject to challenge. Taxpayers are
now accustomed to having their
Federal income tax withheld from
their paychecks and at the end of
the year figuring out whether they

owe the government or the gov-

ernment owes them. The same
would be true with state income
tax and would impose no more of a
burden on those taxpayers who ov-
erpay. In both instances they
would figure out their taxes due at
the end of the year and if they ov-
erpaid, would file for a refund. It
appears that rather than being a
burden, employees would actually
be convenienced by the system.

3. The editorial claims that a
withiholding system is inflationary. .
In its tirst year withholding will

-qgenerate 3422 million in revenue,

$407 of which would be one-time

- revenue. Assembly Bill 20, as in-

troduced, provides that $300 mil.
hon would be committed to capital
construction thereby avoiding the
rneed for another bond issue for
this purpose. The interest saving
should amount to approximately
$250 million over the life of the
bonds. After the third year, state

N

withholding would produce $89
million in revenue on a continuing
basis without an increase in taxes.
It seems logical that this would be
less inflationary than increasing
state taxes by an equjvalent
~amount.

4. The contention that with- -

holding taxes would mean higher
administrative costs to government
is only true during the period of
transition from the present system
to withholding. In 1968-9 admin-
istrative costs for “withholding
would amount to $5.8 million
while administrative costs for the
present system of semi-annual
payment of state income taxes
would amount to $4.8 million.
However, in 1969-70 the adminis-
trative cost of withholding would
be reduced to $4.6 million or $200
thousand less than the present
system. Of more importance is the
fact that the state stands to gain
the additional $89 million annual-

5. The editorial alleges that
withhoiding is opposed by a great
majority of the voters. in the latest
poll taken on this subject in May
1967 by the California Roll, the
public showed that it favored
withholding 47 per cent to 44 per
cent. Moreover, this figure is like-
ly to be higher this April when

most taxpayers realize that their
{%b?wiii be nearly
twice as much as thﬂ'z‘_ 1967 pay-

payment in

ment,

| would like to suggest that a
withholding system is a convenient
and efficient method of collecting
state income taxes and indeed is
inevitable in California. The argu-
ments of taxpayer corivenience,
recouping up to $89 million in ad-
ditional revenues each year, and
balancing the cash flow with the
expenditure flow are three com-
pelling reasons for collecting state
income taxes through a wi id-
ing system,

JOHN G. VENEMAN,
Mmbly Committee on
Revenue and Taxation,
California Legislature.
Sacramento.

Mr. Veneman refors to an odi-
torial “A Reckiess Game,” which
appeared in The Chronicle Sunday
Punch. That edition received very
limited circulation, owing to the
newspaper strike called on January
5. — Editer

Time to

Editor — President Johnson has

indicated that we must live up to
our word and our commitments.

- This is all well and good, but it

also assumes that we are infallible
and that we should not reevaluate
our-policies and commitments with
a view toward improving them. It
is extremely dangerous to take
such an inflexible position. The
time has come to change our poli-
cies which obviously are draining
the blood and finances of the
American people.

It is clear that we cannot toler-
ate ion as it existed during
World War |l. When a foreign
power seeks to cross the long es-
tablished borders of another coun-
try, this type of ression is the
type of threat which should be met
and resisted with all the resources
we have at our command.

But what about that type of

aggression which arises from an
inability of a government to satisfy
its people, a government that fails
to internally stabilize itself? If we
have any* commitments to such
governments, it should be only in
the way of reasonable and limited
financial, technical and economic
help; we should not be forced to
shed the blood of our sons for

able to stand up on its own two
feet; if it cannot, it certainly does

rot deserve the lives of our young
men. . .

ALSAM SMALL.
San Francisco. |
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"LETTERS TO

HE EDITOR

A Change of Heart About Vietnam

Editor—Having frequently de-

fended our effort in Vietnam in

‘numerous debates around the Bay

Area and in letters to the editor
during the past two years, | feel
some responsibility to make known
my change of view as the result of
the recent Viet Cong offensive.

My basic position was and is
that. the ressive intentions of
Communist China pose a serious
threat to world peace, that wars of
“national liberation” such as that

being waged by the Vietnam Com-
.munists are the chosen means of

Chinese political expansion, and
that only the United States can
stabilize the Asian situation by
providing a balance of power
against C?;m The question re-
mains, is Vietnam an appropriate
situation for U.S. action to imple-
ment this policy?

We have now made a major ef-
fort to stop aggression in Vietnam
- . . We have committed 500,000
men to the effort but the Viet
Cong offensive has demonstrated
that all this effort has not gained
us any-significant advantage in the
struggle.

Supplies continue to reach the
Viet Cong forces in the South, in-
cluding much larger weapons than
were being used in earlier years.
The of South Vietnam's
cities and towns remain so indif-
ferent to their mment and to
our effort that t took no action
to warn the government inst
the Viet Cong forces beéng?i;ced
among them in preparation for the
attacks. We have failed to per-
suade the Hanoi government to
abandon its effort to take over the
South; we have not noticeably dis-
cour. or demoralized the peo-
ple of the North. Our pacification
efforts, together with our ability to
provide security to rural areas,
have been effectively terminated
by the Viet Cong attacks. And the
cities, long believed secure, have
become part of the battie ground.
We have no reason to believe we
are any closer to success in halting
the aggression than we were three
years ago

s

In order to compel the halt of
military action and terrorism in the
South, it now appears that wriy
substantial additional forces will
be needed. When a main force ac-
tion began to take shape at Khe
Sanh, we had to strip our pacifica-
tion forces to provide an adequate
response. To man both the paci-
fied countryside and actions
against main force units, and to
garrison the cities and towns, now
a necessary step, would appear to
require goubling and tri-
pling our present force of half a
million men. -

At this point, when it is Clear

“that just a li!ﬂo more effort will

not do the trick, we have to con-

a jectives. It ' our
-willingness to mxio other sit-

uations in Asia and elsewhere. It
will inevitably have the effect of
destroyi
the social structure and many of
the communities and people of
South Vietnam, which we are
trying to protect. It will mean still

&

i

the buildings, much of

. further reduction in the funds and

national energy available to attack
the very serious problem of the
black people of America, a prob-
lem which has come to constitute a
threat to dbur continued existence
as a free people comparable to
those we face abroad. And the in-
crease of our effort may result too
in active involvement of the
Chinese, and World War {11

My conclusion is that Vietnam
has received :!l the US. effort ite

importance warrants, and a grace-

ful withdrawal is our best course.

We have already demonstrated
that we are not a paper tiger, and
that we remain willing able to
make a stand against Communist
gmim in Asia. The chosen

inese tactic of war of national
liberation will have succeeded in
Vietnam only at great cost to the

ists, and under favorable
circumstances hard to find else-
where. We will have the resources
available to assist other peoples,
such as those of Thailand, more

motivated and more devoted to
their rnmenit than those of
South Vietnam, to resist similar
efforts I.':;.‘Communist forces, and
prevent the dominoces from faiiin&
And we will be able to get on wi
the vital task of bringing black
Americans into the mainstream of
American life :

ALAN S. MAREMONT. -
San Francisco. -

‘Courageous Teachers’

Editor—The Chronicle asks the

teachers to show consideration for

the ity by not striking,
but | s it is time the com-
munity consideration for the
teachers, and work with them to
improve education in San Francis-

€o...
- As s t, | support the strik-
ers, admire their cour:g; ;:
put their positions in jeopa

standing up publicly for what they
believe to be good educational
ies. | want my children to

- have the same opportunities of ed-

ucation as those of my friends in
the suburbs. | resent having to
settle for less . . .

SIEGLINDE ONDERDONK.
San Francisco.

Editor — | have wondered for a

?
:
|

5%
5

AL WILMAN.

i
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“"Can’t win ‘em all”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘The Issue Is America’

Editor — More and more
Americans are beginning to realize
that our intervention in Vietnam
has become a massive, senseless
obscenity that defiles the very es-
sence of America — an ill adyised

ure in which we appear to

‘be imprisoned by the irrational

compulsion of our leaders to rein-
force error rather than recognize
misjudgment and miscalculation.
The “restlessness’” which our
President senses among us is not
merely impatience cr resentment
of futile sacrifice. Not “‘restless-
ness’’ but fear haunts our nition
— fear that there may be no limit
to what a desperate leadership may
do to escape from agmitting its
mistakes, : H

When the youth of America,

confronted with the dilemmas pre-
sented to it by an cider generation,

sees newsreels of innocent civil-

ians being killed by American
bombs and others mamed and
rendered homeless — when it sees

brave Americans giving up theire
lives in the name of democracy in

order to maintain in power a cor-
rupt, inefficient and unpopular re-
gme of teuding generals and
mandarins -~ it 15 small wonder
that few are inspired with patriotic
fervor, and small wonder that
mothers and fathers — even fa-
thers who have served in other
wars — are torn between patriotic
loyalty and anxious doubt. For. it is
doubt as to the réi:mm of
this war that mingles, in all age
groups, with the sadness, shame
and disgust evoked by the sight of
women and children incinerated,
of pitiful peasant huts set afire and
of the crumpled heaps of Ameri-
can dead : :

There is a growing realization

that this war is but the latest step
in the regression of Western civi-
lization into primitive barbarism
that began when Hitler made ex-

il

.. its ‘beari

“tion.

termination 8 mode of warfare and

when Britain and the United

States, reluctantly at. first, retaliat-
ed with obliteration raids in which
hundreds of thousands of civilians

in Germany and Japan were fried

alive in seas of flame deliberately
kindled. The dawn of the nuclear

. age did not inaugurate the descent

into savagery. When Truman and
Churchill learned at Potsdam that
“the babies had been born’ at
Alamagordo, the dehumanization
of war had already reached a point
at which they felt no qualms about
using the new weapons of mass
murder ‘and destruction that sci-
ence and technology had placed in
their hands. Nor did the horrors of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki prevent

~ later leaders from adopting a poli-

cy of “massive retaliation.”’ Only
the nuclear stalemate between the
United States and the Soviet Union
has — so far — saved the people
of Vietnam from nuclear holo-

our civilization has floupde
We need to find leaders:
recognize that our natio

ngs, has over-reached it-
self and, in so doing, has wasted its

moral and material substance. The

alternative to a continuation of

current policy is not a retreat into
‘isolationism. What is needed is a

reappraisal of what are America’s
true vital interests, its proper re-
sponsibilities and the effective lim-
its of its power. Only in the con-
text of such a reappraisal “will
withdrawal from Vietnam go down
in his not as a_defeat bUt as
the moral rebirth of a great nation.

The issue is not Vietnam. The

issue is America — what sort of
nation we want America to be and

‘what part we wish it to play in a

world in which all war has become
a threat to the survival of civiliza-

JAMES P. WARBURG.
Deerfield Beach, Florida.

An Open Sesame
Editor — Why are coll
throughout the land so overcro%

ed, and why are so many of the
studepts in these colleges taking

courses which are not desi for
any particular profession? an-
swer, according to Rep. Albert H.

Quie (R-Minn.) is the old myth,
honored by parents and politicians,
that col!?e is the open sesame to
success. The fact that so many of

. the students drop out, and prove

useless for the job market, seems
to give the lie to this outworn be-
liet.

In the meantime, vocational
schools devoted to occupational
preparation receive comparatively
little support. The solution would
seem to be early vocational train-
ing to provide job skills at the high
school level, for those who prefer
not to attend college. Many trades
suffer for a lack of trained appli-
cants, for these skills are not
taught in college.

GEORGE MALSBARY.

Berkeley.

What Reagan Needs
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Editor — What GOVGIMI‘ w ‘

?.an reaily needs is a plain,

ashioned bookkeeper who will get
the cyphers in the right column.
The 160,000 poor pecple whom he
planned to drop from the state's
mental * assistance program have

" suffered untold anxieties over the

threat . . .
BERNICE Z. STEELE.

San Francisco.

‘It'’s Outmoded’

Editor — | hope the Vietnam
war will prove for all time that in
this age of intercontinental ballis-
tic missiles ground wars are as
outmoded as the generals and the
politicians who sponsor them.

At least the Russians think so,
and they see to it that someone
else does the fighting while they,

say “sic ‘em.” |
) H. R. DOERING.
Berkeley. -
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- Ut I'm already working on it

‘Let Us Pray’

Editer——Max  Rafferty was re-
cently quoted as sayin
but an act of God” would stop him
trom running against Thomas Ku-
chel Letuspray. . .

BOB MEHUS.
Walinut Creek.

Pointing a Finger -

Editor—I am shocked at the
tone of comments | have heard,
criticizing the San Francisco
teachers who struck our schools

Friday If blame is called for, let us

aim it at the real causes of F’riday‘s
action: a school- administration
and a Board of Education who have
not yet shown themselves capable
of dealing creatively with the
problems of urban education, and
an apathetic community which has
largely ignored the deteriorating
quality of public instruction in San
Francisco.

The deplorable thing about Fri-
dag’s strike is that committed

professionals were forced to make

thfs painful gesture in order to set
in. motion some kind of mecha-
nism to alleviate the sad situation
in most of our schools .

ROSE LOU RANDOLPH
San Francisco.

J. Alfred Liberal

Editor—Arthur Hoppe's Sunday

column “R1P, Liberal,” was even |

more witty and perceptive than
usual, but his sad story of St. Pe-
ter's reception of the guilt-laden
"J  Alfred Liberal” has unduly
pessimistic implications . . . itisa
tact though that nearly all of the
vast volume of social reform, edu-
cational progress, and growth of
progressive ideas since 1920 has
been due to the untiring and per-
sistent efforts of J. Alfred Liberal
and his small band of active fellow
believers — to the members of
the ACLU, Planned Parenthood,
ADA, CiO, LID, Socialist party,
NAACP, CORE, -et al. Most of the

domestic planks in the 1920 plat-

form of the ialist party have

been enacted into law by liberais -

and the politicians they influence,
not by socialists. The many liberals

-

domestic reforms approved by
-LBJ’s tirst Congress are the latest

- convincing evidence of liberal ef-
"nothing

fectiveness, And when the war in
Vietnam is over, the inevitable
tHiow of liberal reform will resume
in Congress, State legislatures and
city councils, as predicted in detail
in my recent book, “"The Next 500
Years."” :

Liberals are guilt ridden because

they feel they could have been

more effective. They ought to feel
proud of what they have accom-
plished. It is the conservatives'who
should feel guilty, for they have
continuously opposed and delayed
social progress. :

BURNHA&& P. BECKWITH.
Menio Park

Editor—| was disturbed to read
the letter advocating rewards for
locating guns stored in homes and
suggesting that children be used to
snoop out what is stored in ga-
rages.

The Nazis started the same way,
Children reported where their par-
ents went, the books they read and
who they saw | too w%;t we
stay alert — for signs of |

VARDA MURRELL
Rosamond, Calif

fp' ﬂ‘ll ”»l -il r
Editor—1 was one of those
standing after Don Stevens made
his speech before the Mill Valley
city council Monday night, as you
reported, but it was not to give
him an ovation, it was because all

~the seats at this obviously stacked

meeting had been filled early by
the bead, badge and beard wearers
of the Peace and Freedom party.
One of the things Stevens said
to the council was: “"You were
elected the leaders of the people!'”’

~This | think spotlights the whole

atfair.

These men were actually elected
to act as representatives of the
_people — but neither the council
not its Vietnam withdrawal resolu-
tion Monday night were repre-
sentative of the people of Mill
Valley. Other action to permit the

i

‘is also reason enough to subscribe

EDITOR __ |

people to vote on this matter after

the fact, after the resolution i~

their- name had gore on its way.

" and had its effect, was a mere sop

to opposition: the resolution was
simply a disenfranchisement of
Mill Valley's citizens. Perhaps next
November they will cast our votes
for president also. '
CARL HEPP.
Mill Valley.

The Big Fight

Editor — A proposal. Put Mr.
Lyndon Johnson and Mr. Ho Chi
Minh in an arena. Give each a gun
or sword. They are given the
choice of a fight to the death,
winner take all (meaning a victory
in Vietnam), or a negotiated set-
tlement. You watch how fast they
negotiate, rather than put their
own lives on the line.

KURT G. LESWING.
San Francisco.

‘Welcome Back, McCabe’

Editor—McCabe’s. column
Menday ('Notes on a Windbag”)
reflects another example of free-
dom of the press that permits a
lamebrain reporter to attack good
men Calitornia voters elected
Max Ratterty and '"You Know
Who'* Reagan because they wanted
these fine men in office. | t
vou report something good a
change Help restore the true
image of authority and law and
order through public respect. You
may not set sales records but you

should sleep better.

H A ROBERTSON
Palp Alto

Mr. Robertson, meet Mr. Smith,
w»m:

Editor—For every thousand,
rmiddle-aged, dogmatic, frozen-
minded members .f the so-called
Establishment, there is one Charles
McCabe. This is reason , |
take heart and smile. It

to The Chronicle
DEAN SMITH.
Berkeley
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

" A Pill for Courage

Editor — ‘As a father and an

’

American I-am deeply disturbed by

continual reports by rews corres-
pondents that up to 80 per cent of
our troops in Vietnam take mari-
juana Even if it's only 50 per cent
| cannot approve.

it seems to me that the richest
and most powerful nation in the
world could have by this time de-
veloped a pill — a harmless pill
-— that would give our boys cour-
age when going into battle, so that
our youngsters would not have ta
rely on something as destructive,
evil, soul degrading and habit
torming as martuana. .

* MARK HAWKINS.
San Francisco

M‘ayof That Knows How

Editor — {f memory serves, you
did not support Joseph Alioto dur-
ing the mayoralty campaign. In all
fairness | must admit that | cast
my vote for him with a great deal
of reluctance, but | trust that you

. will agree with me that based on

his performance so far he is doing
a tremendous job at City Hall. My
personal feeling is that “"The City
That Knows How' finally has a
mavor that knowshow.

DONALD E. COMBS.

Sar Francisco

‘Save the Zephyr

Editor — The California Zephyr
Movement in San Francisco is cur-
rently working to profmote red:s-
covery of the unigue and vastly
underrated scenic experience of
travel by the California Zephyr
between San Francisco and Chica-
g0

We maintain that there is value
beyond estimation in the extraor-
dinary views of America offered
every day to both native Ameri-
cans and visitors traveling over this
route; that the train is eminently
practical by being faster than the
car, often cheaper than the plane,
and safer than both; that avenues
such as the Zephyr are needed to
promote understanding with peo-

ple from other countries in a com-
fortable, relaxed and dignified at-
mosphere. -

All concerned persons are en-
couraged to write as soon as possi-

- ble to the Interstate Commerce

Commission, Washi
20423, to object to t
discontinuation of the
Zephyr. Hearings are set for late
this month. Since Western Pacific,
the petitioning railroad, has. indi-
cated that a mail car would vir-
tually eliminate passenger losses,
we also t writing to the
Pcsrmast’emra!‘
KEVIN C. MAHONEY,
- Calvtorma Zephyr Movement,

ton, D.C,

San Francisco

" ‘Chamberlain's Heirs'
published the

Editor — You
kindly advice of Messrs. Allaun,
Atkinson, Kerr, Mendelson, Mi-
kardo and Orme, members of the
British Parliament in your letters
column February 29,

These men must be the emo-
tional and political heirs of Prime
Minister ‘““Peace in Our Time”
Chamberlain.

I suggest read “Make No
Mistake, Amm Is Fighting for
Us,” by Bernard Levin, ished
in the London Dail"r Mail February
1. The article is also available in

‘the February 26 U.S. News and

World Report.
L. STEVENSON.
Fairfax.
Who's Next?

Editor —- Congratulations to
Alan 5. Maremont for his coura-
geous and well thought out letter
on Vietnam March 5.

Having discussed and debated
our involvement in Vietnam with
Alan over the past three years |
know the extent of his study and
the depth of his feeling about this
matter, which makes
tion all the more important.

| believe he has his fi
on the essential, de fm”ﬁ
our military involve there,
viz. the relationship of effort and

Citormia.

is declara-

-

cost in men, morale and money

- against the possible result. For me

the balance tipped against admin-
istration policy when in 1964 they
‘transformed the Vietnam civil war
into an American war against the

NLF and North Vietnam. For A!ap

this decision came with the reali-

ministration’s policy, will feel
the effort and cost no
ance the possible end result.

More importantly, | wonder
when President Johnson will real-
1ze that the time has come when
we must negotiate the one and
only matter which is negotiable for
us in this war — the safe and or-
derly withdrawal of our armies
from this tortured land.

ROBERT E. GOMPERTS.
Atherton. ' ’

‘Grab Nixon’

Editor — When we Ameticans
elect a vice president we realize he
is presidential material also, treat
him as such and expect as much.

So when Richard Nixon held
that office he was able to travel,
meet other national dignitaries,
learn their needs and
with a w;:tmm;
mind. So, why do we not grab
man most fitted for office and be
glad he's available now. '

I do not think the world is
round; it's many-sided and upside

down.
JEAN E. BUTLER.
Qakland.

Head Count

] Editor — Every time | M:deg!
of our hawkish middie-aged po

makers railing about “buckling up
our beits” for fighting in Vietnam
I am always inclined to wonder
how many of them have sons or
sons-in-law at the front. It certainly
would be interesting to have a
head count. N
’ MRS. PETER J. MASTERS.

Lafayette.
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Editor—We think it is com-
mendab*e that Mayor ‘Alioto s
closing off Haight street on Sun-
dav atternoon for the-hippies

We suggest that he do this in
other sections of the city to allow
the general population to become
acquamnted with these love chil-
dren HMe could begin by blocking
oft the street in fromt of his house
ard nesghborhood

RUTH JENKINS.
San Francisco.

Editor—Not many of us get the
epawm:ty to look at halt a mil-

lien dollars, and those few of us
who do are not likely to sum away
from ot 4

So whien a business firm does so
on conscience and principle alone,
| believe the action warrants spe-

“rial attention. This was the case
within the past few days m‘ the
oublic relations firm of Rude
Finn, headquartered in Ne
with a branch office in San Fran-
csco.

According to a news report in

The Chronicle March 4, this agen-

¢y has for several vears been a
representative of the Greek gov

ernment. When the gquasi- é&scm
military junta took over, this new
gmrnmeﬁt offered Rw:&t and
inn $300.000 a year to give it a
better image n American eyes
Rather than prostitute s prince
ples “this agency resigned the ac-

Conand

GODFREY LEMMAN

San Francisco

Nuclear Inspiration

Editor—Royce Brier's March 6
column eloguently summarized
the disastrous political effects on
the United States should the Pen-
tagon decide to use nuclear weap-
ons in Vietnam What remains to
be noted s the even more disas-
trous military effects such use
would entail. First, the use of nu-
clear weapors would contirm 1o -

the world the impotence of con-

: cwamumg the

Cwil Rights Bill. 1 felt that m»"

mamﬁw &é &m Wm

ens

seribe the intent?

‘  DON LANC
san Leandro

i

ymzw mdsm forces amé Ms- Y o
nology i Vietnam. Second - Mus i
virtue of the dis|
reliance of its |

clear attack,
tionaries all over the W ami
%m m W ?@‘w agon

g&

;miiéér:ai sty

JOHN H. FRENSTER. M ﬁ
Atherton.

Intent to R

&%www& was quite a
the anti-riot nider % the

woruing was such that amwzwé.

Nm

it i@im g the wvisit of
\iaDarnia ¥ taska 4 not
e WD ;’& w say or ge-

i;eésmarwi am sure that ?i*w aoc-
ors ot neretical ph
a;eiagmed io read L
mg s Mﬁm mmk'm the many
moer: &f’ ié‘w L&i? fﬁafﬁ "

- e the SW&
&sguaww‘dtﬂk@rﬁm the Lies of

His prophet, Jeremial
“Let him wiw m My
Word aﬁm My Word faithfully | -
am agaimst those who lead My
people astray by their Lies ™

At its 1967 convention in Nm
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value 1 awma: In the last
decades we have seen over 40
MMmétm is certain
nothing in sight to stop it. -
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goes from California .to Nevada  make this

- The War oal clear. The address:

1 gambling establishments and to  Sierra Club, Mills Tower, San
Editor-—Qur American men are  the irish Sweepstakes, » state gov-  Francisco 94104, '

at war — fighting for our future  ernment lottery should be careful- 3. Solution: Neither the Sierrs

freedom here. Unless we have total  ly re-considered. Club nor any other conservation

Communism has spread like a
cancer. There's nothing good
about it. It is total slavery.

I don’t care how our country

P. T. O'NEILL.
San Francisco. s

Speaking for the Woods

.. cerned chiefly in being a voice for

a wilderness that cannot speak for
itself, should be placed in the po-
sition of having to make unsub-

ic wins, but win o muast stantiat efforts in behalf of its

Editor-—Thark  you ftor avowed purpose The solution is

Scott

i MRS ANNE McGLYNN Trwrber's story and your editorial not to have one administrator
Palm Springs. about the Serra Club and the IRS  modity what he did to us in 1966
as o o o threat fo conservation. May | sug-  in the process of reversing his

predecessor's course, We need ad-
ministrative decisions, but must be
aware of the administrative ease of
reversing them. That is why there
are legislative and judicial bodies
t0o. It is these bodies that need to
be brought in to clarify this im-
portant issul, to protect the

of those who speak in the ic

d gest an aiternate fact, impression,
: Editor—Why are the doves© and solution?

screaming about the war in Viet- 1. Fact: The club has not lost its
O  nam ending? tax status. Had we lost it, we couid
1e Settie it todayf and the Demo-  have m to court th‘mdfomtcoz:
' cratic party will find another spot  Qress long before this ;
{- m‘.ﬁ:,. on the giobe to meddle  Clear things up. What the. le did
at  in...Have guns, will travell  Was to cloud our tax status by stat-
Have economy at home to bolster

ing it could no , rantes .
and keep Democratic party votes
in line.

The dumbest Communist in the
world can see the strategy s to
wreck the economy without firing
a shot, plus killing otf the young
men while the misfits and the rab-
ble continue 1o breed a nation of
morons.

LBJ will be elected again be-
cause the GOP does not want to
win a presidentiai election. Cur al-
Les, who are not as stupid as we
are, know America better than we
know ourselves.

W B GARVALEN.
San Leandro.

Lottery for BART

Editor—Several schemes have
been proposed to finance the
BART system. Among them have
beer a gasoline tax, increase in
auto license fees and increase in
bridge tolls — all of which would
subject citizens to an  unfar
squesze.

If our representatives in Sacra-

:%mntodemhmwuha

broader view, they would reslize
that BART's financial difficulties
couid be overcome by a State lot-
tery, run by the government. . . .

Considering the money that

. essential

that contributions made after June
10, 1966, would be deductible,
pending investigation. They inves-
t:gated, proposed in December
1966 to revoke our deductibility,
gave us until May 1967 to protest
thewr proposal, and have been si-
lent ever since. The major dona-
tions we need have gone eise-
where, and presumably beguests,
too. QOther conservation organiza-
tions have been intimidated, their
legisiative work sevarely
inhibited, while the !RS makes up
its mind.

2. Impression: We are grateful
for public support, for the people
who have joined the club or other-
wise contributed, either in doliars
or in letters to Congress urging the
vital legislative support for the
Grand Canyon, the Redwoods, and
a score of other battles. But perish
the thou
tinanced' Qur operating losses
curtail what we must do in behalf
of wilderness around the world; of
urging that man's t y, sCi-
ence, and genius be di to the
90 per cent or so of the earth he
has already touched, gently or
brutally; of preserving the right of
nature to continug its own
course in the wilderness ich

holds answers to questions man’
has not yet learned how to ask. We -
need more contributions to help

E

- intarest, and not their own,

t that we are adsquately =

the
purposes for which they were
formed, and in behalf of vital parts
of our environment that have ne
other voice.

When the Grand Canyon is in
danger, a substantial conservation
organization ht 1o be able to
put pienty of substance, legislative
or otherwise, into letting the pub-
lic and Congress know about the
danger. We are grateful for your
kelp in this very cause.

DAVID BROWER,
Executive Director.

San Francisco.
Dreadful Sickness

Editor —- Professor Harry Ed-
wards, in announcing that he plans
to quit his job atngan Jose State
College, says he plans to resume
graduate studies at Cornell “'if i
live through the summer.”

in view of his survival thus far,
it would seem that such pessimism
is unwarranted, unless he expacts
to be consumed by his own “hate
Whitey'’ syndroms. Such a fate is
éndm? conceivable, becauss hate
is a dreadful sickness which has
been known to kill men who har-

z\bof it.
STANLEY McNAIL

“ San Francisco.
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God on Their Side?

rice-paddied country like
Vietnam, whose pri mode of
trarsportation is by le, can
military power in the .

To people of all degrees of
faith, it is ning: to-look very
much like is"On their side, in-
congruous as that may seem.

"STUART OLIVER

Oakland.

‘Honkies’ and ’Niggers’

Editor — A black speaker st
San Francisco State College calls
:;ﬁtesi'mkiesmdholsmpbud-

Would 8 white speaker be al-
lowed to use the word
niggers? . . .

CARLA STACEY.

San Francisco.

Time to Say No

!-Zditorh-- The rulers of this
Ml‘y Wmm
the opponents of their war policy

with
b Tt ey e oheem

for all to see the rulers of this
[ are our men as
pawns for their own pride and as

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

men.

Therg comes a time when patri-
otism loyalty are defined by
the will to say no. To say no in
anger and revuision at such un-
American behavior. Patriotism is

- now the act of telling the rulers of

this country that they are killers,

only be resolved when the capital-
ists admit that capitalism is unable
to match the needs of scoiety;
when the Christians realize that
: we

miu' Mlaciﬂy is almost ol
individual

s
2

|
|

from rageed individ-
froem dovit tor v s e world
o
mb_-cmaH ,w,':‘o
, s  comments
wmhmamhwn.
only feer of communion we
should have is thet we wil! become
vm-mdwmmw
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